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«T7 ben are no images or are here d ſuBciently expreſſive, - 5 
to deſcribe the ſolid, and ſubſtantial pleaſures, of private de- 
- votion. Neither can language adequately convey,. the hap- 


pineſs that ſoul experiences; who, by conſtant communion with 
God, hath learned to realize-the has r in all the: oc 
currences of lite. 965 | 
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HE, 10 gation incumbent upon PAIN man 
to the Ik rvance of daily worſhip, and 


8 prayer, hath already made the ſubjeit 


of a former treatiſe, Five Minutes ot was. 
humbly offered to the thoughtlefs and in- 
conſiderate upon this topic: in which was 
propoſed to their ſerious conſideration, the 
very preſſing claims which are upon them to 
the duty; . and the- very awful reſponſibility 
in which every one is involved concerning 
it. -And more eſpecially fuch as are —_ 
at the heads of houſes were ſolemnly reminded © 
of this weighty concern, not only in being in- 
tereſted for their own everlaſting welfare, but 
for the welfare of thoſe immortal ſouls over 
whom they exerciſe a kind of ſpiritual guar- 
dianſhip. There was nothing knowingly omit- 


ted in that little tract which five. minutes 


could furniſh for the purpoſe of perſuaſion, in 
order to prevail upon the ſeveral readers before 
whom it might appear, to comply with the 
advice there f given: but every argument and 


ä motive which ſeemed likely to operate upon 
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5 2 45 1 ede creatures, was brought By 
defore them, and enforced upon their conſci- 
ences. in the plaineſt and moſt affectionate 


terms poſſible. What the event of that appli- 
cation hath already been, or may hereafter be, 
muſt be left like all other topics, where advice 
only can be adminiſtered, to the good pleaſure 
of Almighty God. The province of man can 


extend no further. It is the peculiar pre roga- 


tive of God to give ſucceſs to every miniſtra- 
tion. He hath reſerved to himſelf this efficient 
"Meng: and coe have the ſacred treaſure of his 
holy word in earthen veſſels, that the excellency of _ 
the power may be of God and nct ef us, It was in an 
| humble dependence upon his divine aid, that 
that feeble work was undertaken and ſent 
abroad into the world, confiding in the pleaſing. 
hope that the bleſſing of God might reſt upon 
1t.---And however unuſual i it may be to notice 
it again in this place, I cannot, while the recol- 


lection of it is preſent on my mind, wholly ſup- 


preſs the riſing prayer, that it may go forth in 
the ſtrength of the Lord God, and be like be 
_ bow we read of in ſcripture, which turned not 
back, and the ſword which returned not empty.* 
May the Lord mercifully grant that a divine 
grace may never ceaſe to follow it whereſover 
a divine Previdenee ſhall cauſe it to come, tj. 
a 22 Sam. i . 1. 


| that 


Eq I 


that it may profper i in his Almighty hand, EY ac | 
| con pie the thing whereunts he is pleaſed to ſend it. 


But, my Chriſtian Brother, the preſent feeble 


work now prefented before you, is intended to 


anſwer another, and if poſſible, as far as it con- 


cerns your own perſonal ſalvation, of an higher 

and more intereſting purpoſe. The former aim- 
ed at nothing more than to induce a ſpirit of 
piety among the ſeveral branches of a family; 
truſting that where God was pleaſed to permit 
the means of grace to come, the end alſo might 
be attained, through his bleſſing reſting upon 
it: and that our dwellings might be eſtabliſned 


in peace, when, like the Man of Uz, we lanRify 


— 


charities of ſuch a relationſhip ? 
But however intereſting in a relative at the 
obligation of family worſhip may be, the proſen/ 
ſubject Lam now upon, becomes yet more per- 


our houſeholds in the daily ſacrifice of prayer.“ 
And what Father is there that can reflect for a 
moment only on the near and dear ties of kin- 


dred in which we are linked in the preſent 


world, and eſpecially if he connects with it the 


reeollection of a future and eternal ſtate, which 

can reſiſt the affectionate claim? My indulgent _ 

Reader! are you one of this deſcription, and 
can you ſuppreſs the conſcientious diſcharge of 


this bounden duty, while alive to all the tender 
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ſuaſive and animating. For ant the matter 
comes home individually to every man's own 
boſom. It intereſts by the ſtrongeſt of all ar- 


guments, and appeals to the heart for attention 


by the moſt powerful of all ties; as it regards 
a man's own everlaſting happineſs in that day, 
when all the connections of this life ſhall be 
over, and all human affinities ſhall have ceaſed: 


when our ſeveral relations in heaven will be 


ſimilar to what our bleſſed Lord's was upon 
earth: that. they are accounted worthy to obtain 
that world and the reſurrefion from the dead, the 
June agg be our IE 11 1 ny and mothers l 


1 thall aſſume it for- a principle, that this 


: little tract finds my Reader in the habitual 
practice of daily devotion. That either in- 
- Huenced by the arguments propoſed to his con- 
ſideration in the former five minutes advice; 
or convinced by an higher authority ariſing 7 
from divine grace in the heart, whether he be 


appointed by Providence at the head of a. fa- 
mily, or is only an individual of it; he is 


© faithful and conſcientious-in the ſtated exerciſe 
of this important duty. The firſt page there- 


fore of my preſent addreſs will naturally begin 


where the former left off. Lam now, agreeably 
to the title of this little n about to 
Js | 
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Teak by way of a, of the plea- 
ſures and advantages of private prayer... 


Suffer me then, my Brother, with the free - 


dom of one, whoſe ſole object in the queſtion 
aims at nothing but your happineſs, to aſk: are 
you acquainted with private prayer? Do you 
know what it is to enjoy a perſonal acquaint- 
ance with God? Have you been Seen 
now and then to ſtep aſide from the throng and 
tumult of. life, and converſe in private with 
your Maker and your Redeemer? Are you ap- 
prehenſive what theſe things mean? If you are 
unacquainted with this felicity of the ſoul, you 
are unacquainted with the pureſt and moſt gra- 
tifying enjoyment of life. You are a ſtranger 
to the nobleſt privilege of your nature. You | 
have a friend, and He an Almighty Friend, in 
| whoſe hand your breath is, and whoſe are all your | 
Ways; in whom you live, and move, and have your 
Being, and you regard him not. He viſits you 
every moment; and bis compaſſions are new updn ' 
you every morning. He ſpreads your table, and 
furniſneth both the means, and the power of 
_ enjoyment; and you. fit down unconſcious of 
the preſence of the Great Maſter of the feaſt : 
at leaſt you feel nothing of that nameleſs. and - 
inexpreſſible gratitude of the heart which thoſe 
enjoy, who eye God in every diſpenſation. 
Alas! my ether, if this be your caſe, what a 


ſource 


e * 85 1 5 
|; Kade of the moſt exquiſite joy do you * + 
priye yourſelf of, from this one fatal 'inatten- 
tion! Miſtake me not, I am not confidering - 
the ſubject, as it concerns your ingratitude to- 
wards God; (though that muſt be painful 
enough in the reflection, to every feeling and 
ingenuous mind, but Jam now ſpeaking of it 
imply as it concerns your own happineſs. 1 
mean to ſhew you what an enemy you are to 
yourſelf, and to your real and moſt ſubſtantial 
comfort. That by ſhutting God out of your 


cConſtant remembrance, and not having any pri- ; 


vate and perſonal knowledge of your gracious 
Benefactor; you loſe all the reliſh of thoſe de- 
lightful ſenfations of the ſoul, which thofe feel, 
who walk with God; and are led on through 
every event by his guiding providences, en- 
joying that bread which 1 is handed to 1 in 
ſecret. 2 5 
Neither by theſe erte do you b ima- 
gine, I am led to conclude, that you are alto- 
gether a total ſtranger to God. For I preſume 
that by the exerciſe of family prayer, and in 
the ſtated duties of public worſhip; you have 
acquired /ome apprehenſions of the Divine na- 
ture, and have at leaſt upon thoſe occaſions 
learnt 70 Jet the Lord before you. But if a ſenſe 
of the Divine preſence occupies the mind only 
in n thpſe ſeaſons of „ wy? is but a 50 N 
ke „ 


* ” 
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pa confined knowledge of God. :Ne ot ſurely 
ſuch an acquaintance as. every. one would wiſh 
to acquire, who hath proper apprehenſions f 
the intimate connection in Which the ſoul ftands _ 
to God, and the ſole dependence on which that 
ſoul muſt reſt his hopes for every proſpect of - 
| happineſs, both here and hereafter. Would 
any man be ſatisfied in the common intercourſe 
of earthly friendſhip, with ſuch general know 
ledge of any object of affection? Have you 
any acquaintance you regard; the child, the 
| brother, the parent, or the friend, which is 
as a man's own ſoul; and would you be ſa- 
tisfied to ſee him only now and then in the ſo- 
ciety of others, where the converſation was 
common, and all alike - intereſted; and not 
covet the happineſs of being alone with the | 
object of affection? And ſhall God then, the | 
beſt of all friends, the neareſt | and deareſt - |} 
of all poſſible connections; ſhall He be the 
only Being in the univerſe, whoſe intimate 
communion and fellowſhip we are indifferent 
to poſſeſs ? Surely, my Brother, if you have _ 
the ſmalleſt apprehenſion in what endearing 
characters the God of your life hath revealed 
| himſelf to the ſou}, there is nothing in this 
lower world would appear equally intereſting 
as to acquire a perſonal acquaintance ,with 
him. Other objects wich, and certainly 


would, 


— 


_ 


"te. 


ſolemn ſeaſons: when the world is ſhut out, 


preſſion of thoſe divine ſenſations in the heart, 
when God manifeſts himſelf under theſe gra- 
cious characters, of Him who hath made and 
redeemed, and ſanctiſied human nature. 


3 of a private and perſonal knowledge of 
i | communion with our Maker, through the 
formed here below, muſt lead to a greater 
happineſs and enjoyment of every proſperous 
all its reliſh from it. The commoneſt bleſſings 


their reliſſt when not received as coming from 


of 


1 83 as FAY are intended from the Aivine ” 
1 bounty, occupy a proportioned regard, and 
pPoſſeſs their proper place in the eſteem. But 
the ſoul would receive a fulneſs of gratification 
only from holy communion with Him, who is 
alone capable of filling its deſires.—And the 
mwmoſt · ſupreme enjoyment would be in theſe 


and every pexiſhing object for awhile forgot- 
ten, that the ſoul . be left to the full im- 


In recommendation of this charming princi- 5 
God, it is not therefore enough to ſay, that the 
happineſs of another life will in a great mea- 
K depend upon it: and that a nearneſs and 
gracious offices of the bleſſed Redeemer, 
knowledge of him hereafter: for even all the 
circumſtance in the preſent” ſtate, muſt derive 


of Providence loſe by far the greater part of - 
his * ä Ar is 135 character of men 


o a 


EG _ 10 CC nt ore. 
"Wb; hi add; to trace the mercies they are 
_ - continually receiving; to no higher ſource: than 
_ worldly ſtrength and worldly wiſdom.” Chance 
and fortune are the gods of their apprehenfior; 
and hence they have no higher enjoyments 
than fuch capricious and uncertain cauſes af- 
ford. But with the pious man things are not 

5 ſo. There is no event of life however ſmall 
RR inconſderable; but what comes to him in the 
way of a providence. | Hence the mercies of 
every kind he experiences, are for the moſt 

Part received by prayer, and followed with 

\ — thankſgiving. And when devotion comes 
between his wants, and God's ſupply of them, 

there isatwo-fold ſwaetneſs in ereryemoyment. 

The prayer which is ahſwered by the mercy 
given: and the mercy itſelf rendered ſtill more 
grateful in the recollecion and acknowledg- 
ment from whoſe hand it comes. And ſurely 

one mercy thus received, infinitely tranſcends 

a thouſand in the audifcerned and unacknow- 
ledged methods of a: common ovidence. 
Conſidered then in this point of view, and 

what a ſource of the moſt rapturous enjoyment 

does this one exerciſe of the ſoul open to 

the truly pious man. He reſembles the — 

men of old who walked with God. He realizes 

again ſomewhat of the Putriarchal life when 

the Lord ce e to aſſume an human 
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SY form, and man enjoyed that highly favoure 1 


privilege of aà familiar interview and converſa- 


tion with his Maker. For no object, no oc- - 


currence, no one event of life is void of God, — 
He ſees him in every thing. He traces his 
fl ootſteps in every ordination. In ſolitude, or 
in ſociety. In the ſilence of the night as well 
as in the tumult of the day, he never loſes ſight 
of his Almighty Friend and gracious: Bene- 
factor. Accuſtomed to fet God always before 
him; he beholds him on the right hand and 
on the left; and from every ſecondary object, 
he goes on to recognize the firſt and great pre- 


diſpoſing cauſe of all. Hence not only in 


ſeaſons peculiarly ſet apart for ſacred worſhip 

does he commune with God: but from every 
place, and by every thing: in the market, as wel! 

as in the church, or the cloſer, his ſoul is con- 


tinually drawn out in devout aſpirations towards 


God. For that channel through a gracious 


Redeemer being always open, the diſtance be- 


tween heaven and earth is loſt in the contem- 
plation; and the ſoul of the devout man finds 
continual acceſs to the Father by the ſpirit: and 
will. be raiſing ouc of mere earth and earthly 
materials, wings for aſcenſion, and like the 
Angels which the Patriarch beheld in a vifion 
on the ladder, will be going and returning in a 


IK. 


conſtant 


. 


. © 13 SH Ee 
So 2 Licceſſion of a adoration. e * 
85 throne of grace. r Iii 13 5. 0 IK.) 21 ; 
My Chriſtian Neuber“ . do you ſay to 


theſe truths? ſhall not the very relatibn make 


you long to be a partaker in ſuch ſuperlative 
felicity ? Come then, I pray you, beiprevailed ³ 
upon to enter into your cloſet. :Place:yourſelt — 
there, at leaſt in the way of + grace, by which 
an acquaintance with God may be formed. And | 
| * Lk now full well tfiat the cloſet poſſeſſes 
anctity in itſelf, neither will it act like a 


n induce a ſpirit of pietylin the ſoul, 
for this can only come from an higher prin- 


Liple) yet you will certainly take the moſt ef- 
ſecbval method to obtain this bleſſing, and to 
open à communication between Goc and the 

ſoul, when you leſſen the attractions of ſenſe, 


which: too cloſe a commerce with the worta, 
| and. the concerns of it, nece ſſaily occaſion, b N 
ſtepping aſide now and then from all its bu 


employments, and leaving them as 3 9 4 5 


did his ſervants, 10 go onder aud worſhip. When 


a pious man, ſor this purpoſe, withdraws into 
ſolitude, under a warmth. of impreſſion of the 


ſolemn interview he is about to engage in, with 
his Maker and God what. ſhall then arreſt his 


affe ctions, or ſtop the tide of an holy and de- 


vout frame? It is true, indeed, there is no re- 
N fo  Gacred, none ſo retired, which the man 
B of 


hes . 


9 eben find in the preſent world, dud 
is expoſed to interruption, and liable to be 
broken in upon. Lou cannot enter the cloſer, 
O0 fecretly, har ſhut to tine door ſo iminediately; 
but what ſbme enemy to devotion will obſerve, 
and cither preſꝭ in with you, or impbrtunately 
Knock aſterwards for admiſſion.” And ſo dif 
poſed is The heart within, in carrying on a trai- 
derdus correſ 
chat too often the foul veſemdles che ſiege on 

the hows city, the gate is thrown 3 

troops of vainthqughts lodge in it.. when 
Will that he 
| ſhall be ocenpied wholly-by God 1. Still; how» 
ever, though the ſoul be thus interru 
ner wiſhes to draw nighꝭ to God, and can never 


be ſaid to be altogether: free Keen diſturbance 


- with" the foe without, 


py. moment come, when the heart 


in her approaches to Him; yet moſt certainly, 


in retirement and abſtraction from the world, 
the happieſt occaſions are ſought for, to keep 
off every preventive, and to procure the de- 
ſired favour. And if ever the ſoul can be ſaid 
40 feel the real ſenſations of” bliſs, which ariſe. 
out of thoſe ine xprefſible-felicities of commu- 
mion with ente muſt: be, in thoſe folemn - 
moments, which are then trahſacbed, unob- 
ferved, and unknown by any ſanders by. When 


| thedoullike me ee . comes 2 8 
| A b eee 
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- 46 be filled; And the divine dies which is 
poured out forn the Lord; ftayeth TY 

there be no more room to dect . 100 
Ohl that 1 could raiſe the ſoul of my Sal 
by. any thing that is here ſaid, to aſpire after 
an intimate knowledge and acquaintance with 
theſe ſacred empleyments! Join your prayets 
with mine, I beſeech you, that Zaire licht 
ftom aboye may ſhine upon this page, (withour 
« whoſe illumination, I am fully ſenſible, it muſt | 
remain a dead letter) while T ſhall endeavour to 
lead you through ſome of thoſe very weighty 
arguments which preſs to the finquekr ob- 
| - -ſervance of cloſet devotion. And may the 
1 rant that we may both in ſimplicity of 
heart How that day-dawn and day-Har which 
ſhinetch as in a dark place, until be power and © 
roming & our Lord Jeſus Cbriſ be known and 
experienced by us, as of old it was manifeſted 
to them chat were = WI the oy ee in the 
e mount. f DS. 


2 . 
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And here, So Is ay ang whe fub; ect i into 
113 cloſeſt compreſſion of adende poſſible, 
I ſhall be content to paſs over anooiced many 
arguments, which might be brought forwar 
into the account, which call W500 55 the per- c 
formance of private prayer, and are in Mm | 
i) pat * ** iv. 3.6. r 2 Peter i IG 16, 19. 2 7 | 


wy 


_ ſelves unanſwerable. 1 might ſpeak of it as a 
dug, and of the moſt poſitive nature, having 
ſor its authority, the whole tenor of ſcripture, 
to countenancęe and enforce it. I might ſafely | 
- recommend; it alſo on account. of. its great pri- 
vileges: for what in point of excellence can 
de more fo, than the permiſſion of ſinful duſt 
I and aſhes to approach God in the near and in- 
timate communion of perſonal worſhip? I might | 
argue yet further, by way of ſtrengthening . 
theſe conſiderations, in obſerving, that tbe uni- 
1 m example of good men, in all ages, is all in 


favour of the practice. None I am perſuaded 
have been remarkably eminent. for their at- 
tainments in grace, but have been as eminent 
alſo, for their obſervance of cloſet. devotion.— 


Neither would theſe conſiderations be without 8 


receiving additional ſtrength in the argument, 


if they could be followed up, with the teſti- 
mony of thoſe brilliant examples which have 


appeared in the lives of devout men of God, 
on whom a divine bleffir ing hath evidently 


ſhined. But the limits to which, in point of 
time, I am neceſſarily reſtricted in the title- 
page, being Ten Minutes only; as well as the 
plan to which I have confined myſelf by way 
of recommending private prayer, which is to 


be ſimply on account of ite pleaſures and ad- 


| " VEX/aget<: theſe: conſiderations deprive me of 


mak ing 


85 e 7 1 Sh 5 
making uſe of any other l erleiden, 1 


And indeed I hope theſe r For if, 
dear Reader, I can make it N you, by 


a few plain evidences, that both in point of 
pleaſure and advantage, you are injurious to 
yourſelf and your own happineſs, if you live in 

the negle& of this divine and moſt gratifying | 
of all enjoyments: I ſhall certainly have ge- "4 

compliſhed one point at leaſt, in removing that 
mighty barrier which the miſtaken views 'of 


men have thrown up A ah ractice oß 
3 general | 


piety. The world 
opinion upon this ſubject, and the heart The but 
|| too caſfib A to take it upon truſt; F 
mean ena Wife; of piety, . mult be a life of 4 
gloomineſs and ſorrow and that the ſacred | B 
employments of the clofet are comfortleſs KB! 
things. Whereas, in fact, the reverſe of this 
is abſolutely the caſe. In the practice of de- 
votion, the ſoul not only enjoys in a way erf 

anticipation the future rewards of piety, but 
even finds a preſent ſatisfaction, ſuperior to 
every other. And what the Apoſtle Paul hath 
ſaid of godlineſs in general, may with 2pecu- | 
liar propriety of expreſſion be applied to devo- 

tion in particular; it bath the promiſe of the life 
ibat '0W is, as 'well as that which is #0 tome. 
Believe me, my dear Brother, they who would 
teach you otherwiſe, are enemies to your beſt 
_—_ | B 3 5 intereſts; 


ry 


* 7 18 SY 
intereſts ; and like the ſpies . to view. u the 
5 promiſed land, return with a falſe report to 
deter you from entering upon che poſſeſſion of 
it. Suffer me to intimate the true informers, : 
4 by: bringing before you the cluſters of — 
and the pomegranates, and the big, which 1 
grow there, that I. may invite you to explore 
the country where ſuch e fruits are 
| abounding N10 Jg 171 
And chis purpoſe, futter myſell, mall fully 
anſwer, under à divine bleſſing, if I can make 
it appear to your fatisfaction with clear evi- 
dence, that of all pleaſures upon earth, the 
pleaſures of devotion are the higheſt and the 
beſt: that they are ampng the nobleſt grati- 
be fications the ſoul of man is capable of ſuſtaining 
in the preſent ſtate of being: and that when 
_ God mercifully propoſed himſelf as the great 
object of our affection, and invited men to 
draw nigh to him through a gracious Redeemer, 
me conſulted no leſs our happineſs, than our 
intereſt, 418 
One word 1 1 1 8 prend 
N before I enter upon the ſubject, though] con- 
feſs, in this land of Chriſtian knowledge, it 
might reaſonably be preſumed all information 
on this point would be unneceſſary) that al! 
approaches to the throne of grace, as well pri- 
EEE te Numb, . 5 . „ . 125 
vate 
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vate as public, preſuppoſe that the channel of - 
communication is ſought for only. through the . 
mediation and by the merits of a Redeemer. 
WMioe muſt be united to Chriſt by a vital unton, 
before that we can poſſibly enjoy any commu- 
nion with God. For this is the very found 
tion of all our hopes of acceptance. Since the 
fall, man is by nature fo depraved, and by 
ſin ſo far ſeparated from God, that it is im- 
poſſible he can be again brought nigh. but 
through the blood of Chriſt. No: man cun come | 
to the Father but by. Him. He is the way, and | 
the truth, and tbe life. Chriſt therefore is the MA 
only medium. And the man that is ignorant . 
of this divine truth, is ignorant of the firſt and 
leading principle of all true religion; and is 
equally unqualified for the worſhip of God, as 
well in public as in private. He hath 10 fel- _ 
 lowſhip + with the Father nor the Son But 
wherever this fundamental truth of the goſpel 
is known and cheriſhed, nothing ſurely can 
afford ſo charming an encouragement for the 
foul to approach God in all acts of divine wor- 
ſhip, as when invited to draw nigh through the 
channel of a Redeemer. And to minds under | 
impreſſions of this devout nature, perſonal com- 
munion with God opens the higheſt and moſt | 
rapturous enjoyment (as I befoxe obſerved) Z 
fot 1141003 1 Sebel EE 
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dhe Foul of man is copable-of ſuſtaining in the - 
2 preſent life. i JOT ü 5 
120 A few obſervations will be e 10 at . 
this matter in a clear point of view; and, oh 
chat they may be accompanied with a divine 
energy in the heart to lead you to the 
1 it by way e ee of the doctrine. 
Dear Reader! I kno / not by what partien- 
lat circumſtances. in the world you are diſtin- 
guiſhed, and cannot poſſibly direct hat I have 
to offer by an immediate appeal to your own 
perſanal ſituation in life. Were 1 to addreſs 
vou under any one expreſs character, whether 
2 or low, rich or poor, young or old, in 
| | proſperity or adverlity ; ſtill I might err wide 
of the mark in - reſpe& to the very perſon to 
_ :+whomT Ts ng EIS Hence 
it is evident, that to make my ſub nerally 
uſeful, I muſt confine myſelf to ny 5 


ſume the poſſibility that my Reader is in one 
or other of the diſtinct claſſes of life, and may 
more directly appeal to him under that expreſs 
character. But the moſt part 1 it muſt be by 
general obſervations only, that I am to prove 
the great excellence perſenal acquaintance 
with God, + in acts of private piety, and to re- 
commend it merely on e of pleaſure 
and 8 But * certainly loſe 
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ſtances. Here and there, perhaps, I ſhall aſ- 


Mt 21 5 ; 1 1 


4 very conſiderably in point of argument t a 


prone knowledge of my Reader's ſituation in 


life would otherwiſe afford; yet one thing I 


know, let that ſituation. be whatever it may, 


there is no condition of human nature, but 


what becomes equally intereſted in the do- 
trine.— For as there is no ſtate ſq proſperous, 


but what needs a perſonal acquaintance with 
God, to give the finiſhing reliſh to every com- 
fort; ſo there is none ſo wretched, but what 
muſt find in this principle ſomewhat as an alle-. 


Viation to every troubbeu. ou 3} 
Let us attend to the inveſtigation , of this 


| great trutn, and let us attend to it with the 
cloſeneſs of the ap plication ſo important a ſub- 


ject evidently demands; and ſee, whether in 


point of pleaſure, as well as in point of inte- 


reſt and advantage, any object can be propoſed 
to the human mind, which promiſes equal hap- 


pineſs to that of an intimacy and 'comfnumen 


ee e orig rr 


— r. 


lt hae "Mp l by forks, 4nr Ag 


all the pleaſures of life, the pureſt and moft 
_ gratifying are thoſe which ariſe from the inter- 
courſe of fincere' and ere r 


r 
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| Nate are fo admirably conſtituted, that they 

derive aid from communication. By means of 

which, the foul imparts, and receives back 
„a ſacred delight, in her ſeaſons of hap- 

Pinefßs : and the bitterneſs of the draught of 

miſery is leſſened, when the cup which is full 


and running over, is made to pour itſelf into 


the boſom of a friend. Hence we find, «ol 


mankind have conſtant recourſe to this e 


dient, by way of leſſening their troubles, or 
heighte ning their enjoyments. And there are 
| ſw ſituations, I believe, fo ſolitary and de- 


tached, but what will find ſome kind breaſt to 
Jean upon in their forrows, or ſome friendly 
heart to pour into of their comforts, rouge 


all the departments of ſocial life. 


Hut though theſe things ſhould ſeem vi very 
clearly: to prove, that among the pleaſures af 


the preſent ſtate, pure and diſintereſted friend- 
___ ſhip claim the higheſt department; yet what 


human friendſhip is ſo pure as to be mixed 


With no alloy; what regard among men ſo 


ſincere, as to be free from every principle of 
ſelfiſhneſs ? Alas ! ſuch is the corruption, the 


| weakneſs, the } prejudices, and deceitfulneſs 'of 
; man, that what Gen the infirmities of our ac- 


quaintance, and the frailties of our own hearts, 


there are but few friendſhips of the world which 


—"_ real and 3 ſatisfaction And 
even. 


Ca 3 
5 Sn ed if they were 8 4 e 
generally are; 1 ſo ſhort and tranſitory is the 
tenure of all earthly connections; that if this 
be the grand prop on which the ſoul leans for 
happineſs, how much to be pitied ĩs that man, 
whoſe chief e i on a baſeleſs 4 owes: 
dation 1 
- "ay r are vou one ae 3 is 
1 br je üble of the tender impreſſions of friend - 
; EF And are you ſatisfied in your:own mind 
5 the greateſt of all pleaſures conſiſts in the 
loving, and being beloved, by ſome ſuitable 
object of affection? Would you with to repoſe 
your happineſs on this fecurity ! Come, then, 
let me direct you to an object every way. cal» 
culated to afford you this gratification in the 
moſt ſuperlative degree; and indeed the 2 


| Being inthe univerſe capable of ſatisfying the 


full wiſhes of the ſoul. The Being I mean, is 
your Maker and your God. He alone can 
give that joy which the ſoul requires, to fill her 
moſt capacious deſires.— And He mercifully 
propoſes himſelf under this character to your 
affection, and invites you to the neareſt and 
moſt intimate communion through the channe! 
of a gracious Redeemer. And what a fource 
of the moſt exquiſite rapture and delight is 
opened to the mind, to induce you to cultivate 
this divine e ? Are you lamenting 


the 


| Ape 


; fection, and unworthineſs on the other. 
(as the Apoſtl 


che e e over Bale perfidy, or or 
diſſatisfied with the ſelfiſhneſs of earthly 9 


ſhips; what an immediate remedy to all theſe: 
evils is ſound in the ſtrength and faithfulneſs 
and diſintereſted favour of God? Here is 


friendſhip, indeed, as far tranſcending all hu- 


man friendſhip as che heavens are higher than 

the earth! The one permanent, pure, and 

eternal; the other fluctuating, mingled with 
much corruption, and of a day. The friend- 


ſhip :of man in his higheſt excellence, like man 


| bimfalf is but a bubble on the water. The 
friendſhip of God can be likened to nothing 


but the. nee mountains and the great 


And mihav EN GGLR more 8 this ſupreme 


| felicityy. i tlie: conſideration with whom man 


holds this prrſomal acquaintance; I mean the 


infinite greatneſs of Him who confers this 


bleſſing; and the infinite littleneſs of thoſe 


| who are the objects of his favour. Where it 
bo all condeſcenſion, and grace, and goodneſs 


on the: ont part; and al frailty, and i —_ 
ot 
e John beautifully reaſons) ht 


due Have loved him, but that he hath loved us. 


My dear Brother! what can human end, 


<q ſhip propoſe to your fondeſt wiſhes, which can 
delerve to be mentioned with this divine ac- 


5 15 quaintance 


— 
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quaintance wh your Maker? Alas J the ten- 
dereſt alliances have perpetual abatements to 

make in point of each rte and the pureſt friend- 

ſhip hath much alloy mingled with it. And 
indeed unleſs the union of hearts is cemented 
in the love of God, , and earthly friendſhip is 
refined” and ſublimated by that which is Bea- 
venly; what is it after all but an unſanctifiad 
human paſſion, ſubject to caprice, and change, | 
and humour? But, when kindred fouls are 
brought together by this ſuperior attraction, 
friendſhip of this kind is not only founded in a 
fixed and unfluctuating principle; but the ob- 
jeects of it are continually deriving new acceſ- 
ſions of happineſs in their attachments to each 
other, from their unity in God. And in this 
caſe, fo far is the period of all human connec 
tions from threatening to leſſen their tie, that 
they look forward to it as the ſeaſon of com- 
plete enjoyment ; when the momentary ſepa- 
ration on earth will be the prelude, through 
the Redeemer's merits and love, to their e ever- 
laſting union i in heaven. = 
Q My aged Father! (for Perkaps 1 may be . 
ſpeaking to one of this deſcription) I appeal tio ñ⁵ 
your heart, and to your long experience witin 
the world, for the truth of what I ſay. The 
commerce of many years with mankind cannot 
| 227 have taught you both the fallacy of al! 
. . Fo kinn 


C5. 


8 human friendſhips, and the precarious tenure = 

on which the beſt of them is built. Methinks 
| 78 are like ſome old tree of the foreſt, which 
x 1a 


ſurvived many wintry ſeaſons, and on 


wWhoſe trunk is viſible, the effects of many 
. be les diſpenſations; while all around are to 


e ſeen the ſpots where once your fellow te- 


nants of the grove ſtood, but which are now 


ne, and have left you a ſolitary individual. 
Jay then, my venerable friend! what hath. 
your long experience of many revolving ſuns. 
taught you? How. ſtands your acquaintance. 


with your God? Hath the departure of your 


earthly friends, one by one, brought you nearer 


to an heavenly communion ? Have you learnt 


that ſacred art, which none but the true be- 


lie ver in Chriſt can acquire, to extract divine 


comforts from human ſorrows; and from the 


- diſappointments of time, to find conſolations 


in the proſpects of eternity? Are the viſits of 
your ſoul by prayer and meditation, more fre- 
quent to that upper world, in proportion as 


you are every day looſening connection with 


this; and do you walk continually in holy con- 
templation on the eternal ſhore, waiting the 


uncertain moment of your diſmiſſion hence, 
that when the Maſter's call ſhall come, you 


may; embark. in full confidence, through Wen” 


cha for the land of - ? 


My hoary Reader! if ydur experience can 
fay Amen to theſe touchſtones of character; 
and the gracious ſpirit of our God beareth wit- 
nes to your ſpirit of this unity of correſpon- 
dience, you will need no additional perſuaſion 
from me, to the perpetual obſervance of the 
charming intercourſe I am recommending of 
communion with God. But if you are uncon- 
ſcious of what theſe things mean, and are ſtil! 
ſeeking for conſolations amidſt the wreck of 
this world's treaſure, with a mind hankering 
after earth, and earthly purſuits: Alas! my 
Brother! what ſhall be found for you, to give 
any real comfort to the ſoul! The world pre- 
| ſents nothing but a dark and dreary proſpect; 
the profits, the employments, the pleaſures of 
tit, are all unſatisfying now; your former ac- 
| quaintances are gone, and the heart is inac- 
ceſſible to the diſproportioned friendſhips of 
youth and years. And where then will you 
turn your eyes for comfort, or deſire to lean 
your declining head, but in the boſom of your 
Redeemer and your God? My dear Reader 
May He who alone can awaken ſeriouſneſs in 
the mind, or give gracious defires to the heart, 
both awaken and invigorate all that is needful 
to your preſent ſtate.; and cauſe you to know 
and ſeek the things which make for thine ever- 
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laſting peace, pie they are far ever bid 2 02 | 


thine eyes. | 
But while I am thus making a particular ap- | 
plication of my ſubje& to the a calc of the aged, 
in order more fally to convince the reader of 
long experience in life, from his own perſonal 
knowledge, how incompetent all friendſhip, 
but the Fiendthip of God, is to give real and 
permanent ſatisfaction to the foul of man: 
perhaps ſome poorer Brother, who peruſes 
this page, and whoſe humble circumſtances in 
the world may have rendered him e 
with any experimental knowledge of ſuch ef- 


Pg 


fects, will be led therefrom to conclude, that 


. theſe are obſervations in which he is altogether 
unconcerned, But in this he will be miſtaken. 
For the argument to the cultivation of the 
divine acquaintance is. equally. Preſſing, whe- 
ther a man hath made the experience, of the 


unſatisfying nature of all earthly connections 


to comfort the heart, or whether he hath not. 
And ſurely it never can be ſuppoſed, that the 


Poor and afflicted ſoul who ſtands ſolitary and 
detached, without a ſingle perſon upon earth 


whom By can call his friend, can be leſs inte- 


reſted to ſeek the friendſhip of Heaven, than 


the man who , prides himſelf in his rich con- 
ne&tions ! But how is the argument heightened, 


to the humble and triendleſs believer, when he 


goes 


| 7s „ 
goes on to conſider the peculiarly encouraging 
and endearing characters, in which the God . 
of his life hath revealed himſelf to his appre- 


henſions: as the bearer of the poor when he | 


© crieth, the needy alſo, and him that hath no helper : 
as the High and Holy One, that Jooketh 1% him 

that is poor and of 'a _ contrite ſpirit,” and that 
trembleth at God's word ; pr 7 himſelf as 
the never- failing Comforter of his people, and 
inviting the afflicted 1 diſconſolate of every 
deſcription to draw nigh in, and through the 
Redeemer's name, and to caſt all their ue 


upon Him who careth for them What a volume 


of perſuaſion is found in thoſe charming repre- 
ſentations of the divine benignity 2 + 

My dear Brother. of humble degree, ho- 
ever you are, before whom theſe lines: appear, 
pauſe one moment, Ibeſeech you, and aſk'your 
own heart what can the nobleſt earthly friend- 
ſhip propoſe worthy to be mentioned in eom- 
petition with this divine and heavenly prin- 
ciple ? And if fo, what cauſe can there be to 
murmur the want of any: human friendſhip, 
when a man hath this Almighty Friend in the 
heavens always to look up to? Muſt it not 
argue then a deficiency i in this ſacred acquaint 
ance, when it becomes not ſufficient. to ſupply 
the abſence of all creature comforts?ꝰ Can that 
| gracious ſoul ever be faid to be lonely and 
C3 triendleſs, 


(i365) - 


friendleſs, 3 1 by his own experience, 


what the Apoſtle found in his; Truly to have 
Fellowſhip wi the Father, and with his Son 
Igſus Chriſt ? A fellowſhip always at hand; a 
friendſhip ever open to immediate acceſs at all 
times, at all places, and upon all occaſions ! 
Oh! the unknown raptures that ſoul enjoys 
who draws all his ſources of happineſs from 
this inexhauſtible fountain! For when the pocr 
and needy ſect water, (to uſe the beautiful figure - - 
of ſcripture) and their tongue faileth for thirſt ; 
the Lord will, open rivers in bigb places, aud 
Fountains in the midſt of allies, For thus the 
Promiſe runs: I the Lord will bear them. T 
| the Cod of Iſrael will not forſake them *®. And 
when to the tender call of God, with which he 
lometimes whiſpers that gracious invitation to 
his people, Seek he my face; the believer can 
echo back the awakened prayer, Thy face, 
Lord, will I ſeek. In ſuch moments the ſoul 
feels an animation lifting it above every thing 
here below ; as if the body was left ike a 0. 
carcaſe upon the earth without its immortal 
inhabitant, while the ſpirit is borne aloft on 
the wings of devout meditation, and is aſcended 
up before God. My Brother! do you in the 
pPreſent moment experience any thing of this 
divine life? SHut the book, I beſeech you, in 
oo pint GS Iſaiah xli. 17, 18. 
order 


Fd 


„„ 


; eder to 8 your heart ſtill more to the de- | | 
vout impreſſious. And may the Lord enable 


you to enter into the animated feeling of the 
Pſalmiſt's devotion, until you have imbibed a 
portion of his ſpirit, and can adopt from the 
ſoul the ſame divine ſentiments as he experi- 
enced. I have ſeen an end of all perfection.—— 
Whom have I in heaven but thee? and there is 
none upon earth which I defire in compariſon of 
thee. My fleſh and my beart faileth, but God is 
the ſtrengih of my heart and my wm for ever“. 
Enough hath been faid, 1 „ under the 
firſt branch of the argument, 10 prove, that if 
friendſhip be conſidered as. a principal ſource 
of happineſs to mankind, as that it muſt in a 
very high degree; no friendſhip but that which 
is formed with God can be competent -to an- 
ſwer this 1 or fully — the t of 
the human ſoul. 


But fiendibip is but one, among many 
avenues by which man propoſes to enter upon 
the enjoyment of hap _ The world is 
engaged in the everlaſting purſuit of this prin- 
ciple; and every one is {ending out continually 
into the highways and ſtreets of the city, with 
the enquiry, Maho will ſhew us any good? And 

while the ſearch is made among the various 
= * Pam bexii, 25. 
objects 
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| objects of creature comforts; whatever expe⸗ £ 


riments are tried, or however the different 
ſtages of life may hope to find it in this, rather 
than in that propoſed ſcheme of earthly felicity, 
it is but turning the mind from one vanity to 
another, and ſeeking the living among the dead, 
_ while exploring any of the vain and. unſatisfy- | 
ing joys of this world's good. For it is the 
Tau which wants to be comforted; and nothing 
but the Creator himſelf can ſatisfy this immor- 
| tal principle either here, or hereafter. 
ti Ak that man, I beſeech you, who hath ever 
known what it is to enjoy the happineſs of an. 
' Intimacy and communion with God; whether, 
in the abſence of this inexpreſſible ed. 
_ creature gratifications of any kind can fatisfy- 
the ſoul? Oh! he will tell you that the eil 
of worlds cannot compenſate for the want of it; 
that nothing but what is ſanctified by the divine 
preſence can give delight to his heart, Los d. 
he will ſay, /ift thou up the light of thy countenance 
upon me, and it ſhall put gladneſs in my heart, 
more than in the time when corn, and wine, and 
oil increaſe *, In the intermiſſion of this ſu- 
preme enjoyment, the ſoul of a. real Chriſtian - 
finds no reſt or pleaſure. All is darkneſs, and 
the ſhadow of death. But when the Lord re- 
turns, and imparts ſome manifeſtations of. his 
renewed grace and love; like the ſun break- 
* Pſalm iv. 6, 7. 
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ing from behind the hidden cloud, and glad- 
| dening the whole hemiſphere, the believer re- 
joices in the enlightened mercy, and exults in 
the language of the Pſalmiſt, Return to thy reſt, | 
O my ſoul, for the . bath deait e. | 
with thee! 
My Brother! dors your experience corre- 
ſpond to this doctrine, as in water face anſwer - 
— fo face? You will know then the infinite 
value of that reſt to which the ſoul returns 
when God is his portion. A reſt which re- 
maineth for the people of God in its full perfec- 
tion in another life, but which is begun in part 
in the preſent. A reft, indeed, which none 
but the redeemed know, or can partake of, 
and which nothing leſs than the blood of Chriſt 

could purchaſe or obtain. Men of the world 
may have their other enjoyments and pleaſures. 
The providence of God is for ever beſtowing 


his mercies in a plentiful. profuſion upon the - 


evil as well as upon the good; and ſending the 
bleſſings of his rain both upon the juſt and- the 
unjuſt. , They have apparently alike an indif- 
| criminate uſe of all the good things of his pro- 
vidence ; health, and wealth, and children, 
and houſes, and lands, and poſſeſſions. But 
it is the privilege of his redeemed people only, 
to fit down to the feaſt and the real enjoyments 
of thoſe outward Biene of his providence, 


from 
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5 lth the ſanctifying effects they feel of his 


iinutard grace. Oh] did men of the world but 
know the immenſe difference between a ſanc- 


tified and an unſanctified mercy ; could hey - 


$ but once be made ſenſible of the infinite diſpa- 


rity in the enjoyment even of the commoneſt 
bleſſings of life, between thoſe who mind earthly 


things, and thoſe wiſe converſation is in heaven 


how would they turn with indifference from 


- almoſt every thing of creature comforts only, 


and in which no traces or remembrance of the 
Great Creator was found to give a finiſhing 


' reliſh to the whole enjoyment ! I do not won- 


der, indeed, that men of . pleaſure, as they are 


called, ſhould find ſuch perpetual reſtleſſneſs 


and diſſatisfaction in the various objects of their 
purſuit. For ſurely the card- table and the 
Play-houſe, the midbicht aſſembly, and the 
filly amuſements of the ball-room, were never 
calculated to fatisfy the deſires of the human 
Foul in its purſuit of happineſs. And ] proteſt, 
that independent of all other conſiderations, 
had I my choice, I would by far prefer the 
- unconſcious ſtate of being in a bird, or an 
harmleſs reptile of the earth, to'the character 
of an intelligent and accountable creature, upon 
ſuch terms of exiſtence. Humanity pities the 
fly, which, in the abſence of the ſun, is attracted 
by the faint light of a candle, and hovers round 
0 : 08 
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4 again and again, until by approaching too 
near, it burns itſelf in the flame, and dies in 
agonies of pain. But what a flood of tears 
might we weep over thoſe ſenſeleſs, beings w uo 
profeſs to be under the influence of a divine 
luminary, the Sun of Righteouſneſs, and yet 
inſtead of ſeeking their happineſs from, Him _ 
who is the light and the life of man, like the 
ignorant inſect juſt mentioned, flutter round 
the taper of. any meteor of vanity, and proſe- 
cute the dangerous deluſion till they ſink un- 
der a a diſabled body, and lie down in iy 8 
| pointment and ſorrow ! | 
My-dear Reader ! (for by what other name | 
ſhall I call you) are you in the preſent hour 
ſeeking your ſupreme happineſs from the crea- 
ture of any deſcription ; and are theſe arguments 
not convincing enough, to ſhew you the ex- 
treme folly of your choice? Go, then, my 
Brother, go on, and proſecute the ſame round 
of unthinking and unſatisfying purſuits ; com- 
paſs yourſelf about with the ſparks of vanity, 
and walk in the light of the fire of folly, which - 
you have kindled : but tremble at the awful 
conſequence which God hath. decreed to be 
the termination of ſuch a life. This ſhall you. 
have of mine hand, you ſhall lie down in ſorroum. 
Oh! how it moves one's pity to 10 the 
* Ifaiab 1, 11. 
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rich proviſion the great Author of our nature 
hath made, to recover the fallen objects of 

his bounty from a ſtate of ſin to ſalvation, 
through the wonderful labours and ſufferings” 
of the Son of God; and that under the gra- 
cious helps afforded, man hath only to implore 
grace to raiſe himſelf by the exerciſe of faith 
and prayer to a nearneſs and communion with 
God in this life, that after this preliminary ſtate 
of things is finiſhed, he may be tranſlated into 
his immediate preſence, there with him for 


ever eternally to dwell; and yet that ſuch a 


_ profuſion of goodneſs ſhould be loſt upon the 
maſs of mankind who are ſunk in ſin and ſen- 
ſuality, and live as without God in the world, 
unconſcious of the divine love, ſtrangers to the 
 Redeemer's ſalvation, and know not, inreſpetts 
to the ſaving effects: of his power on the heart, 
whether there be any Holy Ghoſt. Can it be poſ- | 


ſible that tHe happineſs of ſecing God, and 


duyelling for ever under the light of his divine 
countenance, can be reſerved in heaven for 
minds ſo earthly and ſenſual? Do they in rea- 
lity hope one day for ever to be with the Lord, 
and yet now ſhun all acquaintance, and deſire 
no intimacy with him? Alas! to what a me 
lancholy ſtate hath ſin reduced all the faculties 
of the ſoul! Lord, do thou lift up the light of 
thy countenance upon our hearts, Suffer us 


| with him, and in his light ſee light! - © 


not to be loſt for ever, amidſt this darkneſs of 

the human eſtate,” nor wander without a guide 
in the fruitleſs purſui of imaginary proſpects 
of good. But bring us to the knowledge of 
_ thyſelf in the face of Jeſus Chriſt; whom truly 
to know is everlaſting life; that from being 
acquainted with God, we may be at peace 


And now I ſhould hope, from all that hath 
been ſaid, the mind can require no additional 
: >= e by way of conviction, that the only 


ſolid and ſubſtantial happineſs of life, muſt be i 


found in communion with God; and that the 
man who is ſeeking pleafure from any other 
ſource is erring widely from the mark. The 
deep ſaith it is not in me; and the 1 nag 1s 
not in me. Would you, my Brother, then 
poſſeſs real and true happineſs, that happineſs 
muſt be found in God; and when the ſoul of 
the awakened believer is enabled to enjoy com- 
munion with Him through the channel of the 
Redeemer's love ; all 215 gratifications will 
appear in compariſon thereof, but as the drop 6 
the bucket, or as the ſmall duſt of the balance 
If any thing remained to finiſh the ſubject, 
by way of recommending this charming priti- 
ciple of perſonal acquaintance and prayer with, 
God, more than from the pleaſures of it, a large 
r ſpace 
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. ſpace opens for ſaying juſt as much, in reſpect 
to its advantages alſo; for theſe are equally 
ample, and furniſh occaſion in as extenſive a 
degree as the circumſtances of human life. can 


Poſſibly ſupply. There is no ſituation either 
of joy or ſorrow; no one event in which a man 


can be placed, bur what muſt find advantage 
trom-private prayer, and brings with it in its 
hand a recommendation to the obſervance of 
the duty. Men of the world, perſons whoſe 
Exiſtence is ſpent in the purſuits and employ- 
Ments, or pleaſures, as they are called, of the 
world; from not knowing the ſolid arid ſub- 
ſtantial enjoyments and advantages of commu- 
nion with God, are at a loſs to conceive how 
it is poſſible to receive happineſs from prayer, 
or what can be the erpetual ſubjetts to employ 
the pious man in his ſeaſons of devotion, — 
They have aſked therefore with much ſeeming 
ſurpriſe, what can a man have to fay to God 
ſo een ; and what can occupy the mind 
In the large portions of time he ſpends in re- 
tirement and prayer? But in anſwer to this 
childiſh enquiry, the real and ſincere Chriſtian 
| Teplies, What have I not to ſay ro my Redeemer 
and my God, upon the numerous and import- 


ant ſubjects in which my whole nature is in- 
volved, and in relation to thoſe grand intereſts 


in which God hath been graciouſly pleaſed to 
reveal himſelf to my {oul. , There is * 
that 


\ 
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that concerns me either in time or eternity, 
but what comes in for a place in my deyotions. 
My own wants are ſo many and continual; 


my ſins and departures from duty ſo frequent 


ang aggravated; and the bleſſings I am for 5 


ever receiving ſo great and undeſerved, that 


motives of prayer and of praiſe are ariſing all 
around me every hour. And were my o.] 
perſonal intereſts leſs than they are, yet when 


I look round the' world, and conſider the ten- 
der charities of life ; my family, my relations, 


my friends, the world at large, the unbeliey- 
ing, inſenſible, and wicked world: thoſe who 


know not God, and thoſe who are too grace- 
_ leſs to pray for themſelves; e e 
that Zion, that Church of Chriſt, which Is 


dear to the Redeemer, and whoſe name is writ- 


ten on the palms of his hands, and therefore 


cannot but be dear to all his people: theſe 
furniſh out ſo many and ſuch conſtant occaſions. 
for prayer, that I never find the want of ſub- 

je& what to ſay to my heavenly Father; but 


I find too often, indeed, the want of inclina- 


tion to draw nigh to him. My heart js ſo 
cold and languid, and divine things operate ſo 
little upon me in proportion to their import- 
ance, that I have much reaſon to adopt the 
Apoltle's ſentiment as my own, When I would 


do good, evil is preſent with me. 


Speak ye, whoſe experience of PET 
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1e truth of theſe obſeryations, is it 
not a faithful account of what paſſes. continually 


within? You therefore cannot require that! 


- teſtifies to the 


* , 


ſhould deſcribe to you the advantages of per- 
ſonal communion and prayer with' God, who 
lind a needs be for it upon every occaſion, and 
are only lamenting too frequently a difinclina- 
tion to a practice which brings with it both a 
_ Pleaſure and a reward, But would to (od 
that any thing I could ſay, in addition to the 
arguments I have brought forward, to prove 
the pleaſures of de votion could operate upon 
minds that are ſtrangers to this divine prin- 
ciple, and know not the enjoyments of the 
cloſet, to prompt them to liſten to thoſe per- 
 ſuafions, which ariſe out of the advantages of 
it alſo. Shall I beg of you, my Chriſtian Bro- 
ther, (if perchance I ſpeak to one of this de- 
- feription on the | preſent moment) ſhall I beg 
of you to pauſe, and conſider with yourſelf ; 
the ſituation in which you ſtand in this world, 
and the very awful proſpects opening before 
you in another; and then aſk your own hearc 
whether there muſt not be the moſt, obvious 
advantages reſulting from the practice of per- 
ſonal communion and acquaintance with God; 
and whether the duties leading to it are not 
ſuch as render the duty abſolutely neceſſary 
and unavoidable ? Have you ever conſidered 
the fallen and corrupt ſtate in which you was 
N | | 4 J2OFn, 
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born, and the tranſgreſſion in which you have 
lived? Have you contemplated, as you ought, _ 
the weakneſs and 4 impotence of man, and the 


continual help he ſtands in need from God ; 


the rich proviſion. made for a recovery in the 
Redeemer's atoning merits and blood; and the 


plentiful aſſiſtance of 285 which is promiſed 
to aid human weakne 


And will not the conviction of theſe ſolemn 


truths compel you to ſeek a perſonal acquaint- 


ance with God, for the attainment of ſuch de- 


ſirable and indiſpenſable bleflings ? Is it poſſible = 


for the ſoul to be impreſſed with a ſenſe of ſin, 


and lift no voice of ſupplication to Heaven in 
private for a deliverance from it; or to conſider 


the rich fountain which is opened for ſin, and 
for all uncleanneſs, in the. Redeemer's blood; 


and yet feel no deſire, uſe no entreaty, to be 


waſhed from the guilt of it ? Can it be poſſible 
that any man can coolly look round, and be- 


hold himſelf placed in this world in a ſtate of 


trial and probation, expoſed to innumerable 
enemies both from within and from without ; 
ſubject to almoſt an infinite variety of tempta- 
tions, ſickneſſes, and ſorrows ; together with 
all the numberleſs, nameleſs evils incident to a 
fallen ſtate ; helpleſs in himſelf, and hopeleſs 
in reſpect to all human power, and yet never 


retire in private to the ręflection of a ſerious 
monghit, or ſeek in ſolitude that perſonal com- 
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when aſked in prayer? 
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munion and acquaintance with God, by which 
divine ſtrength might be imparted to ſuccour 


human infirmity.! Alas ! my Brother, if theſe 


and the like ſolemn conſiderations have not 
employed the attention of mam a choughtful 


hour; it is not becauſe they are not ſufficiently 
intereſting, or have not again and again de- 


manded that attention in the loudeſt calls of 


neceſſity: but becauſe other objects among 
the frivolous and vain purſuits of a thoughtleſs 


mind, like the fowls upon the ſacrifice of 


Abrabam, have driven them away; and every 
ſerious impreſſion hath been buried under a 


heap of rubbiſh and folly. 
Dear inconſiderate Chriſtian ! nk once 


more, 1 charge you, before it be too late, of 


the importance of what is here recommended 


to your moſt ſerious regard, and the infinite 


advantage that muſt reſult from its obſervance. 


Retire but for a moment, and open your breaſt 
to a conviction of the plaineſt and moſt pal- 
pable truths in nature. Call to mind your 


fallen ſtate; conſider, awfully conſider, the ſad 


and irremediable conſequences of departing out 
of life in that ſtate, with a nature unregene- 


rated, and a ſoul uncleanſed in the blood of 
Chriſt: anticipate that ſolemn hour, which 
cannot be far remote, and may be near indeed, 
when phyſicians, attendants, relations, and 


es, will be all ſtanding perhaps around 


vou 


| . 43 5 
your 3 bed, unite to adminiſter : any thing 


more than the fruitleſs wiſh, or the ine ffectual . 
medicine to prolong life. And if in that trying 


ſeaſon you have no perſonal knowledge of God, 


no. intereſt in Chriſt, nor communion with the 5 
bleſſed Spirit; of what avail will be all the 
ſurrounding circumſtances to the departing ſoul? 
Miſerable comforters are they all ! Ohl chat you 
would fold down this leaf as a memorandum 
frequently: to look at it, until its contents are 
folded properly in your mind, and the ſpirit 
of grace hath wrought conviction in your heart, 


N Chriſt be formed in you the hope of glory. 


2 But | turn from this conſideration, to drop 5 
one word. more to the pious frequenter of the 

| cloſet ; not indeed by way of pointing out to 

him the advantages of ſuch an employment, 

for that I hope is unneceſſary; but by way of 

ſtrengthening his hands in the ſervice, in the 
recollection of the many important cauſes 


which beſide his own perſonal concerns are 
calling upon him from every quarter, and beg- 
ging aloud for an intereſt i in his prayers. Oh! 
what a gracious opportunity hath the pious 
ſervant of God, when drawing nigh the mercy 


ſeat, and when feeling his ſoul warmed with 
the ſpirit of devotion, to' put in a- petition for 


his friends after the fleſh ; the poor and the 


diſtreſſed members of Chrift, wherever ſitu- ; 
ated, or however ſcattered ; the graceleſs, and 


che 
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; the unconcerned ; the long-loſt wanderer, and 


the afflicted in wind: in ſhort, perſons of every 
deſcription In how many ways, and by what 
i various opportunities, may every real and fin- 


_cerely awakened Chriſtian, water the church 


"with his prayers, and bleſs the world ? And 


- will you not, my Chriſtian Brother, upon thoſe 


ſolemn moments, when drawing nigh to God, 
feel fomewhat of that compaſſionate ſpirit which 


_ aQtuated the holy prophet in the mount, when 
a long acquaintance with God made him for a 
while forget his own perſonal intereſt to attend 
to the intereſt of others . Particularly you” 


' that are parents need not ſurely the ſmalleſt 
- memento, to prompt you to bear your children 


on the wings of your devotion before the throne 
of grace. Every pious father, I am perſuaded, 


is for ever adding new petitions in the court 


of heaven for renewed mercy on his offspring; 


and certainly the earneſt prayers of ſuch parents 1 


are filed (if I may fo ſay) on the divine records 
in everlaſting remembrance. Oh! what a 


comfort is it when a devout parent has an in- 


tereſt in heaven for his children, frequently 


makes a viſit there, and lodges all his requeſts 


before God, and from thence draws all his ex- 

pectations for them! With what compoſure 

3 he lay down his head upon a dying pil- 

0, when like Jeſus he can commit Jus chil- 
See Exodus XXxli. 32. 
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dren and all their concerns into the divine * 


as Chriſt did his followers, and from the ſelf | 


ſame argument : Now I am no more in the world; 
but theſe are in the world: keep them through 


thy truth. Do you not believe ſuch prayers _ 
aſcend with a peculiar and prevailing ener 
before the throne of grace, preſented as they 


are through the Redeemer's name, and ſancti- 
fied by his atoning blood ? Oh yes! number- 
leſs are the inſtances where they have been an- 
ſwered, years affer the pious petitioners them- 
{elves have been filent in the duſt. Ye that 
are praying fathers therefore be not diſcou- 
raged. Hold on, and hold out.—It is impoſ- 
| ſible a ſingle petition offered in faith can be 
unheard, or in the end unſucceſsful. Grace- 
leſs children may flight all your admonitions 


they may long treat your tendereſt entreatieg 


with coldneſs and diſdain. But one remedy” 

always remains in which you can promote their 
good, even againſt their will. Fly to the 
throne of grace. Lodge all your wiſhes there. 
Prayer hath been known to open the windows 


of heaven, and bring down a bleſſing to ſoſten 
the hardeſt heart, and. to induce à ſpirit of 


grace and ſupplication in the moſt ſtubborn 
mind, when every other method hath failed. 
And mark it down, I beſeech you, as a never- 
failing maxim, to form a judgment, both of 
| the certain ſuccels of your de rotions, and as 
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an encouragement to a perſeverance in the 


| duty : 1 hat the prayer which is awakened by 
grace, muſt be anſwered in mercy. For it is the 


Lord which giveth both the di/py/ition to pray, 
and propoſes the ſulject of prayer to the mind, 
and enables the heart to watch, and depend in 


faith for the fulfilment of all God's gracious 
pro miſes. And never did the Lord pour out 
upon any ſoul theſe gifts of his bleſſed ſpirit, 
but with an intention to render them effectual. 
Remember the words of the Redeemer. All 


things wbalforver ye aſe in proyers believing, Yo 


Hall receive. 


I muſt not forget, among the advantages of 
fee prayer, to obſerve one ſingular privi- _ 
ege more which it propoſes, in preference to 
every other means of grace: I mean in that it 


is not limited to time or place, or confined to 
perfon, but univerſally open to all, and may be 


proſecuted: by the pious character upon every 


occaſion. In this reſpect it ſurpaſſes indeed 
even the advantage of public or family worſhip. 
For the ſtated periods of thoſe duties muſt be 


embraced in the ſeaſons appointed for them, 
or as it. ſuits the convenience of the ſeveral 


characters which compoſe the congregation ; 
and if thoſe ſeaſons are paſſed by, the oppor- 


tunity 1s loſt. But a private, perſonal drawing 
ws to God may be embraced-as FRUITY ; 


Matt. xxi. 22. 


% 


as. 


tn ) | - "i 
as the ſoul deſires communion, No alice pre- 1 
Cates) it; no ſituation or employment prevents 
it. The poor man, who hath no cloſet to en- 
ter; may enter into his own heart, and his de- 
. votions may go up before God, while his hands 
are engaged in the ordinary employments of life, 
as well as when withdrawing from the world to 
enjoy more immediate communion with God. 
I do not mean to ſay that opportunities are not 
to be ſought for by way of indulging in a more 
unreſtrained manner the devout. affections, 
where conveniency and a ſituation in life fa- 
Vvuours the object. But what I mean to ſay is, 
tat neither the buſieſt life, nor any honeſt 
| worldly calling, can become a preventive to 
quench the devout flame. Holy men of old 
found opportunities in the midſt of idolatrous 
people, and even in the moſt trying and ad- 
verſe ſituations, to enjoy intercourſe and com- 
munion with God. The example of Nebemiab 
ſtands upon everlaſting record, to ſhew that a 
ſer van. may wait at table, or with his hands 
employed in his neceſſary labour, while his 
_  beart may be drawn out towards the Lord, and | 
pouring forth the incenſe of prayer *. And | 
Daniel's hiſtory preſents an equally memorable 
proof, that a life engaged in the greateſt circle, 
or occupied in the higheſt departments oßñ 
worldly affairs, may find time for the ſacred | |} 
* See Nehemiah, chap. i. ii, and iv. i 
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and ſelf-rewarding ſervice of private prayer *. 


And that poverty or ſuffering become no hin- 


drance to this duty, is evident, for Job prayed 


on a dunghill, and Jeremiah in a priſon. The 
Apoſtle Peter ſought the houſe- top, and the 


Apoſtle Paul uſed the ſea-ſhore. In ſhort, all 


places ſuit, and may be made ſacred to this 
delightful employment. Nay, think only how 


the 8 himſelf, who needed not the 


aid of prayer, yet hath ſhewn that all ſpots 


may be hallowed to the ſervice when the heart 
is awakened to the deſire of it: the garden and 


the mountain were his retreats to enjoy commu- 


nion with his Father. But that the great and 
important work he came on earth to perform 


might receive no interruption from this ſecret 


| employment, he ſuffered not the duties of the 


day to be broken in upon, but borrowed from 
the filence of the night for this purpoſe ; and 


oben he bad 7 ſent the multitude away, he went 7 2 


into the mountain apart to pray, 
O thou adored Redeemer !: how doth thy 


warm and bright example challenge our cold 
and lifeleſs hearts, to imitate; what we cannot 
but admire, and to follow thee whitherſoever 
thou goeſt ] Surely, the man, who can con- 
template ſuch actions in the life of Jeſus, and 


can conſider to what the whole of that life was 
intended to miniſter, and yet finds no diſpo- 

| dee Daniel vi. 1. iet un. 
ſition 
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Kaen to do as he hath HAY may very juſtly 
apply to his own heart; that awakenin expoſ- 
tulation which Chriſt uſed to his diſciples upon 
another occaſion : What! could ye not watch. 
with me one hour? Watch and pray that yr enter 
not into temptation. Hath the Redeemer ff ent 
whole nights. in*prayer for us, and ſhall we 
| __ it too much to give one hour to him? 
1 . want of time, or multi ge of 
5 buſine is the weakeſt and moſt ſenſeleſs pre- 
tence imaginable. — What purſuits of this 1 885 
world ought to be profecired with that intenſe 
application as to leave no time for attention to 
the one thing needful ? - Beſides, ſo far is a mul- 
_ tiplicity of worldly avocations from becoming 
a reaſonable excuſe for the neglect of religious 


duty, that it forms of itſelf the higheſt poſſible 


motive to the more frequent practice of it. 
For he whoſe life is ſpent amidſt the greateſt 
circle of buſineſs, will need the greater grace 
to keep him unſpotted from the world. And 
if the day be too ſhort to admit of the ſober 
claims of private prayer, thoſe claims may be 
anſwered in taking Pr the ſlumber of the 
night. David found this an happy expedient 
amidſt the concerns of his buſy life, and hath 
left upon everlaſting record the good effects 
of it. A midnight (ſays he) will I riſe to give 
thanks unto thee, becauſe of thy righteous judg- 
ments, Mine eyes prevent the night watches, that 
. E I might 
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I might be occupied in thy word. The Lord hath 
granted bis loving kindneſs in the day-time, and 
in the night-ſeaſon did Lſing of him, and made my 
Prayer unto the God of my life. I have thought 
upon thy name, O Lord, in the night-ſeaſon, and 
received comfort. My ſoul fleeth unto the Lord 
| before the morning watch. +. . © 
Fe men of buſineſs! Ye ſons of labour! Ye 
dh riſe early, late take reſt, and eat the bread o 
carefulneſs | ſay, what can the moſt buſy life 
find in extenuation to juſtify a neglect of this 
moſt neceſſary and ſelf-rewarding duty? Oh! 
that mankind could learn that firſt and grand 
rule, of all that is truly valuable in arithmetic; 
ſo to number their days as to apply their hearts 
unto wiſdom ; for then would the upſhot of the 
buſineſs with an abiding impreſſion, never to 
be worn out upon the mind, that ſolemn ſen- 
tence of Chriſt, hat is. a man profited, if he 
Hall gain the whole world, and loſe bis own ſoul? 


Bear with, me, indulgent Reader, while I 

offer but one obſervation more, as a finiſhing 
_ conſideration to the whole argument; and 
which ſhall be only to ſay, that I conſider the 
love of private prayer and ſecret communion 
with God as one of the trueſt evidences that a 
divine life is begun in the ſoul, and the ſureſt 
method of aſcertaining a real religious cha- 


Sg „ T have 


3 
1 has often thought what a world of trial, 
Y and labour, and fatigue, ſome men go through, 
merely to appear what they are not. Oh! the 
madneis and the folly of all follies, in being 
outſide religious, if I may fo call it. That 
ever any man ſhould defire to be conſidered _ 
that, which hardly will gain him in the eyes of 
the world common reputation; and if it be a 
name only, without the life of godlineſs, muſt 
expoſe him but to the ſeverer judgment of Al- 
mighty God! 
My Friend ! would you really wiſh to know 5 ll 
whether this be your caſe ? The ſecret and {| 
unſeen employment of the cloſet between God \ 
and your own foul, will bring you very ſpeedily - 
to the cleareſt inveſtigation of this matter. 
bat is the hope of the hypocrite (ſays Job) when 
God taketh away his foul ? Will God hear bis cry 
_ when trouble cometh upon him? Will be akways 
call upon God * ? Yes! He may call upon God, 
But it will be in the public worſhip, when the ; 
eyes of others are upon him. But will he call 
upon God in private, when no eye ſeeth him ? 
g 
| 


Tes! perhaps even here alſo, the effect of edu- 
cation ſhall lead him to the form of prayer in 
private as well as public. Children brought up 
by godly parents will hardly be able to throw 
off altogether in riper years the cuſtom of 
| carly habits, But will he delight Be in God? 


* Job XXVii. 8, 9, 10. 
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No! that is impoſſible. . Here therefore is the 


this blefling from God, God will give it us. Be- 


- 


„ 


grand diſcrimination of character. — The hypo- 


- _ crite as well as the man of real piety may pray, 


may call upon God, may aſſume the maſk of 


religion, and impoſe on the eyes of the world. 
But to delight himſelf in God ; to take a pleaſure, 
and feel a joy unſpeakable in the religious du- 
ties and employments of the cloſet; this can 
be the portion only of the real ſervant of the 


Lord. Reader! make application of this de- 


cilive evidence to yourſelf, Aſk your o.] 
heart this queſtion, Do I delight in God? © 


* 


I have now finiſhed all that I intended to 


2 Th: Ar this ſubject, -and ſhall have cauſe to 


bleſs God, if any thing that is here ſaid, may 


| ſerve as an inſtrument in the Divine hand to 


lead to the duties of the cloſet. I have done 
to the beſt of my ability upon the occaſion, — 
Would to God that I poſſeſſed the {kill to have 
done better! But the higheſt human powers 
are alike incompetent to perſuade, unleſs ac- 


companied with a divine effect. If this be 


wanting, the whole mult prove ineffectual ;. : 
and like the weeping ſiſters mentioned in the 


goſpel, I may take up a ſimilar lamentation, 


and ſay, Lord! if thou hadft been here, my la- 
bour bad not died. But, to carry on the ſame 
reaſoning, - I know that even now, if we will aſi 


fore 


| Y. 53 x 5 a 3 

Tok 4 ove you ſhut the book, dear Reader, 
aſk once more for that. wiſdom which is from 
above, which can alone lead to the knowledge 


of God in the face of Jeſus Chriſt,” Our eyes 


are unto thee, Almighty Power, that thou 
wouldft be graciouſly pleaſed to order that this 
feeble work may not return void, but accompliſh 


bat which thou pleaſeſt, and BUD 8 in + the hn 


whereto hou ge Is: FUNGI: 
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- FRAGMENT. _ 
WOULD. fain cheriſh the hope, that the argu- 


ments made uſe of, in the preceding Treatiſe, in 
the recommendation. of private prayer, carry with them 


a power of perſuaſion, not eaſily to be reliſted; and 


that through the divine bleſſing accompanying them, 
| ſome one or other, at leaſt, of my readers, may have 

been led to form this concluſion from the peruſal, . 
(which indeed is the evident reſult of the whole) that 
no real Chriſtian can poſſibly live i in the neglect of fo | 


important a branch of duty. 
But l ſhall have anſwered ds in part the 0 
intended from this little tract, Gn if any reader 


ſhould be led thereby to his cloſet, unleſs. it ſerves at 
the ſame time to give him a clear idea of the manner in 


which the ſervice itſelf muſt be performed. I conceive 
it to be very poſſible, that much time may be ſpent in 
the cloſet, and yet the ſoul not enriched. For if men 
take the world with them into their retirements, and: 


even there are more engaged in the conſideration of 
* temporal, than * eternal; if the ſcriptures. 
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be then read for the purpoſe of anſwering the claims of 


duty, and not to promote the intereſts of religion, and 


the pleaſures of the mind; or if the devotion of the 
cloſet be the mere huddling over a form of heartleſs 
Prayers, in which the ſoul feels no intereſt ; may not 
the awful appeal of God, by the Prophet, be juſtly ap- 
plied to ſuch caſes: Te what purpoſe is the, multitude 
of your ſacrifices unto me, ſaith the Lord] 8 


If I have been happy enough therefore to convince 
any reader of the great importance of the duty here re- 
commended ; I would wiſh to follow up that convic- 
tion, in offering, by way of Fragment, a' few obſer- 
vations on the proper method by which it can be diſ- 
Charged, ſo as to anſwer the purpoſes of piety, and 
rocure the pleaſures and advantages it promiſes. —And 
ſhall eſteem my labour moſt happily devoted, if it 
ſerves under God's grace, to guide any one uninformed . 
reader to a better apprehenſion than he before poſſeſſed, 
of this capital branch in a Chriſtian's dux. 
It muſt be obvious, I think, to any one of the 
ſmalleſt reflection, that prayer of every kind, whether 
in public or private, to render it acceptable to God, or 
profitable to man, muſt- proceed from the heart. The 
very nature of prayer implies this. For it is a ſenſe of 
want which creates the neceſſity of prayer, awakens 
deſires in the heart, and gives expreſſion to the tongue: 
and unleſs our prayers are induced from this cauſe, 
however the lips may utter a form of words, the heart 
ill be altogether unintereſted, and unconcerned in 
the petition. Now if this be the trueſt deſcription of 
Prayer, (as that I believe no one will deny) it will ne- 
geſſarily follow, that the greateſt qualification to render 
prayer profitable, under the immediate teachings of 
God's holy ſpirit, ( indeed the only one next to the poſ- 
ſeſſing juſt notions of the Being we addreſs, gr 0 
5 e channe 
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channel by which all prayers can be preſented with a 
_ _ * proſpect of ſucceſs before him) is to have a lively ap- 


prehenſion of the mercies. we ſtand in need of, and 


which a real ſenſe of want only can prompt the heart to 
ſeek. And as every man muſt, in the very nature of 


things, be ſuppoſed beſt to know his own wants, every 


man is certainly beſt competent to make thoſe wants 
| known unto God. Hence, therefore, however forms 
of prayer, and books of devotion may be allowed as 

_ uſeful, or even neceſſary for the purpoſes of = 
 _ worſhip, or family piety ; yet private, perſonal com- 
munion with God, can need no ſuch helps, neither 
indeed can they come up to all the purpoſes required. 


In the ſolemn tranſactions between God and the ſoul, 


ſo various are the ſituations in which a man is placed 
in this world; ſo different are the diſpenſations of Pro- 


vidence and Grace, with which he is continually exer- 
Ciſed ; ſo many are the circumſtances which diſtinguiſh 
one from another in the condition of human life; that 
it is impoſſible that any form of prayer can expreſs what ' 


the ſoul hath.to ſay to God inthoſe delightful moments 
when drawing nigh to him, Private, perſonal prayer 


mult be the prayer of the heart, to expreſs all the wants 


of the ſoul; and in this reſpect, therefore, all men are 
alike competent to the diſcharge of it. The moſt ig- 
norant, as well as the · moſt accompliſhed. The man 
Who cannot read, as well as he who is maſter of many 


languages, are all upon the level. For though. one 
may poſſeſs the power of expreſſing his thoughts in a 
better form of words than the other, yet when it be 
conſidered to whom prayer is made, and the ſole pu- 


poſes it is intended to anſwer; it is plain that the frame 


of the ſoul, and not the form of words, is what the 


My 


Almighty regards in all approaches towards him. 


. (556) 1 | 
My humble friend!! are you at a loſs what to ſay 
unto God in thoſe moments when drawing nigh unto' . 
him ? Conſult, I beſeech you, your heart upon the 
co occahon. Previouſly examine what are your wants and 

your deſires. * For if you are truly ſenfible of theſe 
things, it is impoſſible you can be ignorant of the 
manner of expreſſing them. A real, ſively, abiding 
ſenſe of want cannot fail to give deſires to the foul 
and language to the tongue. Out of the abundance of 
the heart (our Lord hath ſaid) the mouth ſpeaketh. — 
A juſt apprehenſion of the fins of our fallen nature; a 


proper knowledge of the rich proviſion of mercy made LY, 


for thoſe ſins in the benignity of God through Jeſus 
Chriſt; an awakened fenſe of the awful objects of 
eternity, and the conſciouſneſs that theſe infinitely ſo- 
lemn and momentous concerns are all ſuſpended on the 
_ frail thread of human life: theſe ſubjects once impreſſed 
in their proper characters on the mind, will call up th 
voice of ſupplication, and make the tongue of the ſtam- 
merer ſpeak plainly x. Men may fancy what they pleaſe 
of inability to . expreſs themſelves ſuitably in prayer, 
but it is not the want of words, but the want of feel- 
ing. The fact is, they are not ſufficiently intereſted 
in the object of their prayers, and therefore do not find 
(as well they may not, under ſuch circumſtances) the 
fervour of piety, ariſing from the vacant heart. Aſk 
the man who lives by alms, what it is which furniſhes 
his mouth with arguments from day to day, to proſe- 
cute his trade of begging ; let him ſay what it is which 
makes him ſo clamorous in his petitions, and gives him 
that ceaſeleſs importunity, which takes no denial. He 
will tell you, that it is the preſſing calls of hunger and 
want; and theſe are the ſtimulants which teach him, 
5 = Iſaiah xxii. 4. „ 
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without the aid. of books, how to _ the ſenſe bs ing 
has of his miſery. And ftrange indeed would it be, 
that his wants, if real, ſhould need ſuch aſſiſtance, It 
would be a novel ſight truly, and as ridiculous as new, - 
to ſee a beggar opening a book to read from it his ſuit 
for alms. And ſhall a poor, miſerable, untutored crea- 


ture, poſſeſs. that art of perſuaſion among men, merely _ 


from the dictates of nature only, becauſe he feels the 
Pn wants of the periſhing body; and ſhall you, or, 
with all the aids of grace on our fide, while awaken- 
ed to a ſuitable earneſtneſs, in ſeeking the everlaſting 
welfare of the ſoul, be apprehenſive, we cannot pro- 
perly expreſs our wants before God? Can the form of 


words, or the manner of expreſſion, be fo very im- 


portant a part in prayer, if the heart be really intereſt- 
ed; eſpecially when it be conſidered to whom we ſpeak ? 
. One, who hath made us what we are, is better in- 
formed of our abilities than we are ourſelves; and will 


not, we are aſſured, require from us what we are not 


qualified to perform, and like an hard and unfeeling 
maſter, expect to reap where he hath not ſown ! And 
s it dofhibſe then, that any man can be ſenſible of theſe 
things can really look up to God under thoſe endear- 
ing characters in which he is revealed in ſeripture, as 
the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort; who 


is both the giver, the b-arer, and the rewarder of 


prayer; and who, in order to leſſen that infinite dif- 
tance between his unſpotted holineſs, and the unworthy - 
objects of his favour, hath appointed the medium of 
his divine Son, and offered the aids of his bleſſed ſpirit, 
to bring men to his mercy ſeat; and hath expreſsly 
promiſed that all things w hatſoever we aſk in the faith 
of the Redeemer's name, and relying on his atonin 

blood, believing we ſhall receive? ls it poſfible, I ſay, 
that any man can view. the throne of grace thus en- 
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circled with mercy, and can find his heart property af- 


fected under all theſe impreſſions, and yet be at a loſs 


for a ſuitable manner of making his requeſts known 


"unto God ? Oh! how much we degrade God while 


we think to honour him, and how groſsly do we injure 


dur own fouls, and deprive them of their chief pleaſure, 


when we damp the ardour of devotion, by ſuch need- 


leſs and unbecoming apprehenfions ! Go, my Brother, 
go into thy cloſet ; recollect who hath made man's 
mouth, or who maketh the dumb, or deaf, or the ſeeing, 
or the blind] Apply the ſame promiſe to thyſelf, which 


the Man of Cod received, to give him confidence in, 


the execution of his commiſſion : I will be with t 
mouth, (ſaid God) and teach thee what thou ſhalt ſay *. 
And if you can but feel a real ſenſe of your wants; 


though the lips be unable to expreſs what the heart 
ſuſtains, and like Hezekiah +, can only mourn in bro- 
ken ſentences before God: nay, even the ſpirit can 


but bow down in humble ſilence before Him; The for- 


rowful fighing of the priſoners muſt come up with pre- 
vailing energy, we are aſſured, through that channel 
of acceptance in the Great Redeemer's interceſſion, 


which never fails. And who knows, but perhaps, 


at length like David, in a ſimilar ſituation, while the 


Heart is muſing, the ſacred fire may kindle, and at the - 
laſt you may ſpeak with your tangue |?! 


J hope no one, either deſignedly or inadvertently, _ 
will miſconſtrue what I ſay, as if from hence I meant 
to diſcountenance books of devotion in public, or ſocial 
worſhip. . Such intentions are foreign to my thoughts. 


I have ever conſidered, indeed, that the general wants 


a 


of a congregation aſſembled for the purpoſe of divine 

worſhip, are beſt expreſſed by a form of devotion 

which may comprehend moſt advantageouſly their 
Exodus iv. Iſaiah xxxviiv i Plalm xxxix. 
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_ - g#heral neceſſities and deſires: and in a former publi- 
cation I have expreſſed my ſentiments more fully upon 
the ſubject *®. But I am here ſpeaking of the private. 
_ perſonal devotion of the cloſet, which I cannot but 
— think in all caſes, and without exception, requires no 
ſuch aids, but their uſe rather tend to cramp the ſpirit. 
of piety, and tempt the mind to lean on the form, while 
| forgetting the power of godlineſs. And the more I 
conſider the ſubject,” the more I am convinced of the 
propriety of the obſervation ; and am only aſtoniſhed, 
that the very obvious reaſons on which it is founded, 
do not carry with them the ſame conviction to every 
mind. Every poſſible apprehenſion, ariſing from a 
juſt ſenſe of the infinite perfections of God, and the 
unworthineſs of man; and the fear which keeps back 
the foul in her devout aſpirations, are all removed in 
the conſideration of thoſe gracious and encouraging 
helps which are held forth, inviting us to draw nigh. 
Since God hath ſent forth the ſpirit of his Son into our 
hearts, we are now enabled to cry Abba, Father 
Since we have ſuch an High Prieſt over the houſe of 
God, who is paſſed into the heavens, Feſus the Son 7 | 
Cod, we ought to draw near in full afſurance of faith. 
And ſince we have boldneſs to enter into the holteft by the 
Blood of Feſus, ſhall we wot, as the Apoſtle recom- 
mends, come boldly to the tb grace, that we may 
obtain mercy, and find grace help in time of need © 
Methinks the ſpirit of bondage again to fear, ought now | 
to give way to the ſpirit of adoption. And while that 7 
animating voice is heard from the ſanctuary, (or which 
is juſt the ſame thing, the call of God in his word) 
Seek ye my face; the heart may intuitively reply, Thy 
ace, Lord, will I ſeek, And if in this manner you 
{eek the Lord, the promiſe is abſolute, Thou ſhalt find 


'* Se a little tract entitled the Miſericordia. 
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' ell thy foul s. For the Lord is nigh unto them that 7 
upon Aer yen all-ſuch as call upon din ait h fully. | 
will fulfil the defire of them that fear him jm, be 1 0 will 225 


hear their cry, and will ſave them +. 5 
And now, what ſhall I ſay more, eier in recom- 
mendation of the doen of private prayer itſelf, or 


of the beſt method of performing it? I am n in- 


deed, to the laſt page in my book, and had I any bet- 


ter argument to offer, (which I confeſs, indeed, have 


not) there would be no more room to write it. The 


thought of this, however, awakens a ſerious reflection 
(which in concluſion, I ſhall beg to leave on the mind 
of my Reader) of the neceſſity of filling, in the pages 


of the book of the preſent life, with every poſſibſe im- 


provement, before we come to the end of it, when 


nothing more can be added. And as you, my indulgent 
friend, (who have been kind enough to accompany me 


thus far) will- ſhortly enter alſo upon the laſt leaf of 


your dun hiſtory, as you are now finiſhing the laſt leaf 


Ol this humble work: Suffer me to write the final lines 
of this little fragment, and to ſerve the whole up before 


you on the knee of prayer; that God in mercy may 
fanQtify it to the improvement of both Writer and 


Reader, that it may make us wiſe unto ſalvation, 


through the Yah N in Chrift Feſus our Lord. 


1. 
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